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	introduction
	This is essentially about places and people’s relationship with them; it is as much about the commonplace as about the rare, about the everyday as much as the endangered, and about the ordinary as much as the spectacular.��Definition of local distinctiveness is intricately linked to the environment, the economy, and the social ambience of a place and has been defined as that which makes a place special, differentiating it from anywhere else. Local distinctiveness is the essence of what makes a place special to us; it is the sum of landscape, wildlife, archaeology, history, traditions, buildings and crafts – everything that makes somewhere truly unique, and of course peoples’ memory of a place.��In this respect all new developments, be they houses, extensions or employment buildings, should have their design influenced by local distinctiveness.
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	CONTEXT
	CONTEXT
	The map shows the typical block structure and historic street pattern of the centre of Buckingham. It highlights how the town developed in this form with all buildings fronting onto the street/s or River Great Ouse, together with the regular and diverse plot sizes in differing locations. 
	Carriage entrances are a common feature within the long-built terraces of Buckingham; two examples are shown here.
	The roof covering most widely used in Buckingham is plain clay tiles. Several later buildings have natural slate roofs, which also allows the provision of shallower roof slopes. This variation should be reflected within new developments at Buckingham. 
	Local character analysis: Walls
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	Pargeting is a decorative form of external plaster work or waterproof plastering applied to building walls. There are some examples of this practice within Buckingham, most notably in Castle Street, as indicated by the image below.�This is achieved by placing several pins in a board in certain lines or curves, and then pressing on the wet plaster in various directions, to form geometrical figures, and commonly found in panels of timber framed buildings.
	CONTEXT
	Buckingham has a wealth of differing chimney styles, and it is possible to reflect this within modern house designs.
	The site location relates very much to the history of the buckingham branch of the grand union canal. � �The canal arm from cosgrove to buckingham was opened in 1801 and terminated at wharf yard to the east of the town centre. After initial commercial success, it was abandoned in 1964. � �Many of the buildings associated with the canal have since been abandoned or demolished. However, there are three remaining buildings in the town, together with the more general early 19th century development of the town, that provide an appropriate design cue for the new canal area.� �The first is wharf house, which sits in a prominent location on stratford road at the entrance to the former canal wharf, now used for various commercial enterprises. Wharf house is listed as a non-designated heritage asset and is within the buckingham conservation area. The building is of a grander scale in its form, height and tall chimneys, with pronounced bay windows. It has a large, double hipped slate roof and the red brick common to the town.�
	 �The second is the range of buildings that also survive in the former wharf area, which are occupied by Wharf Motors. The range is smaller in scale, also in red brick but with a lower, clay tile roof. �� �
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